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to Members of Congress, State and in-
dustry leaders, officials of foreign gov-
ernments, and private citizens. 

(6) Preparing replies to written in-
quiries and establishing and maintain-
ing a system for the control of written 
inquiries referred by the Office of the 
Secretary or sent directly to the agen-
cy. 

(7) Assisting in the preparation of po-
sition papers regarding APHIS pro-
grams. 

(8) Assisting in the preparation of di-
rectives, procedural manuals, articles 
for publication, and agency correspond-
ence. Coordinating APHIS activities 
within the scope of the Freedom of In-
formation Act and the Privacy Act.

§ 371.11 Delegations of authority. 

(a) Associate Administrator. The Asso-
ciate Administrator is delegated the 
authority to perform the duties and to 
exercise the functions and powers that 
are now, or that may become, vested in 
the Administrator, including the power 
of redelegation except where prohib-
ited, and including authority reserved 
to the Administrator in § 371.14 of this 
part. The Associate Administrator is 
also authorized to act for the Adminis-
trator in the absence of the Adminis-
trator. 

(b) Deputy Administrators and Direc-
tors. The Deputy Administrators of 
Plant Protection and Quarantine 
(PPQ), Veterinary Services (VS), Wild-
life Services (WS), Marketing and Reg-
ulatory Programs Business Services 
(MRPBS), Animal Care (AC), and Inter-
national Services (IS); the Directors of 
Policy and Program Development 
(PPD) and Legislative and Public Af-
fairs (LPA); and the officers they des-
ignate to act for them, with prior spe-
cific approval of the Administrator, are 
delegated the authority, severally, to 
perform duties and to exercise the 
functions and powers that are now, or 
that may become vested in the Admin-
istrator (including the power of redele-
gation, except where prohibited) except 
authority that is reserved to the Ad-
ministrator. Each Deputy Adminis-
trator or Director shall be responsible 
for the programs and activities in 
APHIS assigned to that Deputy Admin-
istrator or Director.

§ 371.12 Concurrent authority and re-
sponsibility to the Administrator. 

(a) Delegations that preclude the Ad-
ministrator or each Deputy Administrator 
or Director from exercising powers or 
functions. No delegation or authoriza-
tion in this part shall preclude the Ad-
ministrator or each Deputy Adminis-
trator or Director from exercising any 
of the powers or functions or from per-
forming any of the duties conferred 
upon each, respectively. Any delega-
tion or authorization is subject, at all 
times, to withdrawal or amendment by 
the Administrator, and in their respec-
tive fields, by each Deputy Adminis-
trator or Director. The officers to 
whom authority is delegated in this 
part shall: 

(1) Maintain close working relation-
ships with the officers to whom they 
report. 

(2) Keep them advised with respect to 
major problems and developments. 

(3) Discuss with them proposed ac-
tions involving major policy questions 
or other important considerations or 
questions, including matters involving 
relationships with other Federal agen-
cies, other agencies of the Department, 
other divisions, staffs, or offices of the 
agency, or other governmental, private 
organizations, or groups. 

(b) Prior authorizations and delega-
tions. All prior delegations and redele-
gations of authority relating to any 
function, program, or activity covered 
by the statement of Organization, 
Functions, and Delegations of Author-
ity, shall remain in effect except as 
they are inconsistent with this part or 
are amended or revoked. Nothing in 
this part shall affect the validity of 
any action taken previously under 
prior delegations or redelegations of 
authority or assignments of functions.

§ 371.13 Reservation of authority. 

The following are reserved to the Ad-
ministrator, or to the individual des-
ignated to act for the Administrator: 

(a) The initiation, change, or dis-
continuance of major program activi-
ties. 

(b) The issuance of regulations pursu-
ant to law. 

(c) The transfer of functions between 
Deputy Administrators and Directors. 
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(d) The transfer of funds between 
Deputy Administrators and Directors. 

(e) The transfer of funds between 
work projects within each Deputy Ad-
ministrator’s or Director’s area, except 
those not exceeding 10 percent of base 
funds or $50,000 in either work project, 
whichever is less. 

(f) The approval of any change in the 
formal organization, including a sec-
tion, its equivalent, or higher level. 

(g) The making of recommendations 
to the Department concerning estab-
lishment, consolidation, change in lo-
cation, or abolishment of any regional, 
State, area, and other field head-
quarters, and any region or other pro-
gram area that involves two or more 
States, or that crosses State lines. 

(h) Authority to establish, consoli-
date, change a location, abolish any 
field office, or change program area 
boundaries not included in paragraph 
(g) of this section. 

(i) Approval of all appointments, pro-
motions, and reassignments at the GS–
14 level and above. 

(j) Authorization for foreign travel 
and for attendance at foreign and 
international meetings, including 
those held in the United States. 

(k) Approval of all appointments, 
promotions, and reassignments of em-
ployees to foreign countries. 

(l) Approval of program budgets. 
(m) Authority to determine the cir-

cumstances under which commuted 
traveltime allowances may be paid to 
employees performing inspections and 
necessary auxiliary services after nor-
mal working hours or on holidays, 
when these services come within the 
scope of the Act of August 28, 1950 (7 
U.S.C. 2260).

§ 371.14 Availability of information 
and records. 

Any person desiring information or 
to comment on the programs and func-
tions of the agency should address cor-
respondence to the appropriate Deputy 
Administrator or Director, APHIS, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, DC 20250. The availability of in-
formation and records of the agency is 
governed by the rules and regulations 
in part 370 of this chapter.

PART 372—NATIONAL ENVIRON-
MENTAL POLICY ACT IMPLE-
MENTING PROCEDURES

Sec.
372.1 Purpose. 
372.2 Designation of responsible APHIS offi-
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372.4 Definitions. 
372.5 Classification of actions. 
372.6 Early planning for applicants and non-
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372.7 Consultation. 
372.8 Major planning and decision points 
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AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.; 40 CFR 
parts 1500–1508; 7 CFR parts 1b, 2.22, 2.80, and 
371.9.

SOURCE: 60 FR 6002, Feb. 1, 1995, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 372.1 Purpose. 
These procedures implement section 

102(2) of the National Environmental 
Policy Act by assuring early and ade-
quate consideration of environmental 
factors in Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service planning and decision-
making and by promoting the effec-
tive, efficient integration of all rel-
evant environmental requirements 
under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act. The goal of timely, relevant 
environmental analysis will be secured 
principally by adhering to the National 
Environmental Policy Act imple-
menting regulations (40 CFR parts 
1500–1508), especially provisions per-
taining to timing (§ 1502.5), integration 
(§ 1502.25), and scope of analysis 
(§ 1508.25).

§ 372.2 Designation of responsible 
APHIS official. 

The Administrator of APHIS, or an 
agency official to whom the Adminis-
trator may formally delegate the task, 
is responsible for overall review of 
APHIS’ NEPA compliance.

§ 372.3 Information and assistance. 
Information, including the status of 

studies, and the availability of ref-
erence materials, as well as the infor-
mal interpretations of APHIS’ NEPA 
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